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ment of detecting thieves and discovering lost property* he is
respected as a kind of preternatural, private inquiry office and
cloak-room for friends or chattels. When, however, the wise
man's art takes a dark hue, and his ways are harmful, then he
is at once stigmatised as a witch, and usually with accurate
justice, for the sorcerer will too often be found to have stepped
into all the scandalous business which a general advance in reli-
gious ethics may prove the gods to have abandoned. So far as he
relies on any rites at all, they are connected with the worship
of those Helot, or outcast tribes, which are excluded from the
Brahmanical temples ; but his whole system escapes the con-
trol exercised in practice by public opinion over every openly-
professed religion. For these reasons the witch deteriorates
rapidly, and descends as polytheism rises. He isjaot seriously
persecuted by the mob or by the learned; but he holds with
all classes a position which a quack of the baser sort still holds
in the department of .medicine. You go to such an one because
he is familiar, and gives himself no airs, does not trouble
himself about orthodox forms, or about the morality of means
or ends, will do your work cheaply, though perchance dirtily,
and will undertake operations that no respectable priest or
shrine would agree to bring about by the favour of divinity
He is to be found in the back slums and alleys of super
station and of elementary physics; he dabbles largely in
poisons and love philtres; he can bind or loosen -the aigniUette
in a parlous manner; and throughout he mixes up miracles
with medicine after a fashion that ends later on by getting him.
into trouble with both camps. "When his simples will not
always kill or cure, he ekes them out with hideous mummery;
and when that resource has failed, he has been known to per-
form a contract to rid a man of his enemy by mere carnal
assassination. He is more prone than ever* to ascribe the
credit of his siiccessful cures, not to what he really knows or
has done, but to Ms portentous gifts or to his familiar demons ;
whei'eby any rudimentary conceptions of true science are greatly
hindered, for every sudden death or skilful cure is instantly set
down to magic by the vulgar. The .majority of witches are, it
must be owned, mere cheats and swindlers; nevertheless, they